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September 2026 Newsletter 

 

President's Report - July 2026 
Heather Ducat 

 
Welcome All,  
 
We have had another interesting year, especially our excursions covering a variety of locations. The highlights 
for me were Labertouche, part of Bunyip State Park, to see a rare Grevillea and a waterfall, plus a feast of 
birding at the Western Treatment Plant at Werribee. 
 
I'd like to thank everyone who contributes to our meetings with photos, observations and especially writing 
articles for our newsletter. This keeps everyone up to date with our activities; some people come to club 
meetings, some to birding, some to excursions and a hardcore group that goes to everything. Our  informative 
newsletter is edited by Sharon and articles are always welcome. Thank you, Sharon. 
 
Thanks also to our hardworking secretary, Judy, and our committee, Lee, Linda, William and Eleanor. 
 
Ideas for excursions are always welcome; if you have a favourite location that may be of interest, we could add  
it to our program. 
 
Also welcome to new members who have joined us in the past year. 

 
Excursion reports 

 

Black Rock and Red Bluff - 13 June 2026 
Text and photos: Velimir Dragic 

 
Is this another planet in the metropolis? Not very often do naturalists visit and search the city area, but some 
places should never be missed. South east of Melbourne’s CBD, on the shores of the bayside suburb of Black 
Rock, lays one of Victoria’s geological “buttes”. 

On June 13, we went early in the morning to catch the lower tide. After a short consultation and a lookout over 
Black Rock and Half Moon Bay, we took a steep walk down onto the beach, stepping into a magical world of 
rocks. 

 
Black Pine from lookout point   
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Weathered sandstone cliffs hung over our heads in 
different colours and shapes. They weren’t far away – 
there was hardly any distance between us and the cliffs. 
We climbed Black Pine, and then crossed over to Pirate 
Cove, keeping our eyes up as we watched the Red Bluff 
silhouette. After another climb – up, over, and down – 
we reached Half Moon Bay and walked toward Black 
Rock Jetty. 

After a short break on Fisherman Wharf, where we 
spotted HMVS Cerberus, we continued further south-
east to visit the eroded White Cliffs (the same Red Bluff 
sandstone) and walked to the end of the Black Rock 
Sandstone platform. We couldn’t go any farther because 
the tide was too high. 

 

 

 

Sitting on top of Silurian rock, the river deposits formed 
during the Oligocene and Miocene (30–15 million years 
ago) are named the Fyansford Formation. This formation 
extends across the Port Phillip and Western Port basins. 

On top of this formation are two visible layers of 
sedimentary rock along the Beaumaris coast. The lower 
layer – Black Rock Sandstone – is harder and darker, while 
the upper layer – Red Bluff Sandstone – is generally lighter 
in color. Geologically, the two layers are closely related. 

About 12 million years ago, sea levels fell slightly and the 
hinterland of Port Phillip Bay was uplifted. New streams 
then deposited roughly 15 meters of iron-rich sand over 
the older layer. In places, shells were embedded in the 
sand, and later fossilised within the sandstone. 

A similar uplift occurred around 7 million years ago, but the newly 
deposited sand contained less iron oxide. As a result, the rock formed 
was softer than the Black Rock Sandstone. These later deposits 
reached depths of about 24 metres and are known as the Red Bluff 
Sandstone. 

Black Rock Sandstone appears as brown or dark-brown strata forming 
the base of most cliffs, as well as the shore platforms and reefs. The 
softer Red Bluff Sandstone overlies it and often gives the coastline a 
yellowish-orange overall appearance. 

 

In some places, iron oxides have been dissolved away, 
leaving the sandstone grey or white – for example, in the 
cliffs at Black Rock Point. 

 
 

Iron oxides are dissolved away, leaving the sandstone 
grey or white (White cliffs South-east of Jetty – above and 
left)  

  

Red Bluff from Pirate Cove 

On Black Pine 
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Enlarged sand – mostly quartz – from Red Bluff and White Cliffs (Note the differences in 
colour and grain size) 
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Planting Koala Habitat - 11 July 2026 
Text and photos: Lee Denis 

 
Over the last five years Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation has planted some 100,000 plants with the 
aim of establishing corridors through which koalas can move safely between the fragmented remnants of their 
former habitat. These plantings have been mostly on private property on the southern Peninsula, relying on the 
cooperation of landholders and volunteers. The group plans to plant some 33,000 more plants this year, and up 
to 250,000 by 2030.  
 
The Peninsula Field Naturalists Club has participated in plantings over the last few years. On this occasion 
three Club members joined about 25 other volunteers at a property in Flinders to plant 800 plants along a 
stream line to fill the gap between patches of existing vegetation. The plantings aim at creating a vegetation 
community, rather than just trees, so in addition to the expected Manna Gums we also planted Blackwoods and 
understory species including Prickly Current-bush, Swamp and Scented Paperbarks, Olearias, reeds such as 
Juncus species, and native grasses. 
 
The process from making holes, to planting, and erecting of guards held with sturdy stakes to resist the strong 
winds, took about three hours, with everyone working steadily to the sound of Common Froglets in the water 
stream, and Grey Shrike-thrushes in the bushes. The area was protected by a temporary electric fence from the 
cattle which had left abundant signs of their former habitation. Hopefully in 10 to 15 years the trees we planted 
will be developed enough to form significant habitat. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

Before planting

 
 

Before planting 

During planting

 
 

Before planting 

After planting

 
 

Before planting 

https://mpkoalas.org.au/
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Yaringa Boat Harbour, Western Port Bay – 15 August 2026 
Text and photos: Bette Mitchell and Lee Denis 

 
Yaringa Boat Harbour and surrounds 

Ten members attended our August activity at Yaringa Boat Harbour on the 
western shore of Western Port Bay. The group set out along the sandy track 
that leads north towards the reserve at the eastern end of Bungower Road 
(officially Somerville), though we didn't quite reach Bungower Road. The track 
runs parallel to the extensive saltmarsh and mangroves, passing through the 
region above the intertidal zone with mostly Swamp Paperbark on one side and 
Eucalypt woodland (mostly Manna Gum Eucalyptus viminalis) on the other. 
 

Ground cover included Common Cotula (Cotula australis), along with extensive 
carpets of moss (mainly Golden Weft, Heath Star, and Common Thread Moss, 
with a log covered in Bronze Signal Moss), liverwort (Common Crestwort), and 
lichen, including the trumpet-shaped Cladonia sp. Few fungi were present, though 
we noted the cup fungus Aleurina ferruginea (1–2 cm across). Vegetation and 
floral displays included the following Orchids: Nodding Greenhoods (Pterostylis 
nutans), Tall Greenhoods (P. melagramma), Trim Greenhoods (P. concinna), 
Mosquito Orchids, and Mayfly Orchids (Acianthus caudatus) in bud. The following 
Flora were also present: Coast Wattle (Acacia longifolia), Variable Groundsel 
(Senecio pinnatifolius), Pale-fruited Ballart (Exocarpus strictus) just coming into 
flower, and Common Heath (Epacris impressa), which added a splash of color to 
the bushland with mostly white flowers and a few pink-flowered specimens. 
 

A Koala eyed us nonchalantly from a vantage point in a Manna Gum as we passed by. 
Although birds were few in number in the woodland, we observed White-eared 
Honeyeaters (which dominated), New Holland Honeyeaters, a female Golden Whistler, 
Grey Fantail, Grey Shrike-thrush, and Spotted Pardalote. While no smaller species 
such as Fairy-Wrens or Brown Thornbills were seen, a few species were added by their 
calls. Overhead, we observed a family group of four Whistling Kites, including two 
adults and two darker-plumaged juveniles. The bird count for the main walk came to 18 
species.  
 
Rolfes Reserve & North Western Port Nature Conservation Reserve 
After enjoying lunch at the picnic tables, we took a further walk to the mudflats 
alongside the boat channel off the entrance to the harbour. This revealed a large 
congregation of waterbirds: Little Pied Cormorants, Little Black Cormorants, Caspian 
Tern, Masked Lapwing, Pied Oystercatcher, Silver Gulls and Pacific Gulls. Four stayers 

took a quick look at nearby Rolfes Reserve. Upon arrival, we were greeted by a din that initially sounded like 
industrial noise but proved to be the calls of innumerable Pobblebonks. Other frogs detected above the din 
included the Common Froglet, Striped Marsh Frog, Spotted Marsh Frog, and Brown Tree Frog. Though no open 
water was immediately visible, a Pacific Black Duck landed in the distance. Bird sightings here included a 
Swamp Harrier and the slightly unusual sight of a Whistling Kite being harassed by Galahs. 
 
During a brief walk in the adjacent North Western Port Nature Conservation Reserve, we found the ground thick 
in places with Mayfly Orchids in a more advanced stage of flowering than those near Yaringa, alongside 
Nodding, Trim, and Tall Greenhoods, plus some Blunt Greenhoods (P. curta) in bud. Though we never caught 
sight of an elusive Fan-tailed Cuckoo we were following by call, we added a further 19 bird species in about an 
hour.   Below L to R: Mayfly orchid, Lichen, Bronze Signal Moss, Aleurina fungi. 
 

 

  

Nodding Greenhood 
Orchid 
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Peninsula Field Naturalists Club membership 
 
Join or Renew Your Membership! 
Whether you are joining the Peninsula Field Naturalists Club for the first time or renewing your annual 
membership, subscriptions are due in July. 
 
Annual Fees 

• Adult: $40 
• Concession: $35 
• Family: $50 

 
How to Pay & Register 

1. New Members: Download a membership form here or contact the Secretary Judy Smart at 
penfieldnats@gmail.com. 

2. Payment: Transfer your fees using the bank details provided on the last page of this newsletter. 
3. Confirmation: Email Judy at penfieldnats@gmail.com once your funds have been transferred. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Help protect four special bushland reserves on the Peninsula! 
  
The Mornington Peninsula Shire Natural Systems Team is inviting community 
members to have their say on a proposal to place permanent legal protection 
over four special bushland reserves through conservation covenants: 

• Betty Clift Conservation Reserve, Rosebud 
• Lorna's Triangle Bushland Reserve, Bittern 
• Peninsula Sands Bushland Reserve, Rosebud 
• Woods Bushland Reserve, Tuerong. 

  
As part of the consultation, you can also enter our photo competition for the 
chance to win a $150 Peninsula Hot Springs gift card. 
  
Interested in exploring these special places? Join one of our free guided walks 
during September and learn more about the reserves firsthand. Walks 
commence on 3 September, so be quick to secure your place. 
Places are limited and bookings are essential: Bushland Guided Walks 
  
To learn more, share your feedback, or enter the photo competition, visit the Conservation Covenants webpage. 
Consultation closes on Friday 25 September 2026. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

SEANA Upcoming Events 
 
 

 
SEANA Spring 2026 Get-together  
Hosted By Hosted by Castlemaine Field Naturalists Club 
Date: Friday 9 October – Sunday 11 October 
Location: Castlemaine  
 

Contact SEANA: 
Phone: 03 9801 6946 
Email: secretary.seana@gmail.com 

  

Imperial Jezebel Butterfly 

https://www.peninsulafieldnaturalists.org.au/
mailto:penfieldnats@gmail.com
mailto:penfieldnats@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/cc/2026-biodiversity-month-guided-walks-4861456
https://shape.mornpen.vic.gov.au/conservation-covenants-our-bushland-our-legacy
mailto:secretary.seana@gmail.com
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Birding reports 
 

Balcombe Estuary - 1 June 2026 
Text and photos: Lee Denis 

 
Four members participated in a gentle stroll along the boardwalk from the Esplanade 
bridge to the Nepean Highway bridge - the continuation of the boardwalk into The 
Briars has been closed for some time. The wind was gusty at the mouth, but conditions 
in the sheltered boardwalk along the Creek were calm. There weren’t many birds but 
the walk has many pleasant views over the water. Quite a few of the tallest Swamp 
Paperbarks had at some time been blown down by south-westerlies, the root ball of 
one of them lifting a section of the boardwalk. 

 
The entrance was closed, so water level was high in the estuary, although birds 
were scarce; all we could see were a few Little Black Cormorants, a single Little 
Pied Cormorant, some Chestnut Teal, and some Coots. The dead branches in the 
water were festooned with old fishing tackle. Silver Gulls and juvenile Pacific Gulls 
could be seen on the beach. 
 
Further upstream there were a few more birds - it seemed that every few hundred 
metres there was another solitary Little Pied Cormorant, while at one point a group 
of half a dozen Little Black Cormorants emerged from the south bank, dived in 
synchronicity, and emerged at the north bank 10 or 15 metres away, close enough 
to us to see their green eyes. Some Pacific Black Ducks swam by also. 

 
A few bush birds were sighted, including numerous Eastern Yellow Robins, New 
Holland and White-eared Honeyeaters, Brown Thornbills, Superb Fairy-wrens, Red 
Wattlebird, the ubiquitous Noisy Miners, and a very pleasing view of an Eastern 
Spinebill. Rainbow Lorikeets were making themselves seen and heard, while at one 
point a Sulphur-crested Cockatoo flew by. The final tally of 23 species came as a bit of 
a surprise. 

 
 
 

Frankston Conservation Nature reserve – 6 July 2026 
Text and photos: Roger Standen 

 
What a gorgeous day it was to stroll around and see birds...plants....and fungi. The birds were not prolific, but 
38 species was a good tally. Brown Thornbills were present right around the circuit walk and I'm sure all eight of 
us had good views of them.  
 
New Holland Honeyeaters 
These were quiet and not abundant, but some appeared to be guarding a few flowering grevillea escapees. At 
one bush, a honeyeater swooped on a lovely Eastern Spinebill that was feeding quietly and chased it away. 
 
Lee found his patch of Tall Greenhoods (and a few Noddings to boot) to show us but didn't realise there was a 
lovely patch of Little Mosquito Orchids right next to them until they were nearly trodden on.  
 
Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoos 
About 15 of these majestic birds were seen munching on the plentiful 
pinecones in the reserve and were calling throughout the day. Yellow Tailed 
Black Cockatoo feeding on pine cones, pictured right. 
 
My bird of the day was the Great Crested Grebe feeding with repeat dives 
(unsuccessful that I saw) that we only came across after most members had 
left after lunch. 
 
  

Little Black Cormorant 

Chestnut Teal Duck 
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Small Grebes 
Several members were questioning how to tell if the small grebe was a Hoary Headed or an Australasian, as it 
was in non-breeding plumage. One way to tell, if you can get a good look, is to see how far the dark cap comes 
down around the face. On the Hoary it comes to just below the eye (see image below middle with a yellow line) 
but on the Aussie it only comes to the middle of the eye (see old image below right with yellow line). I 
acknowledge this is hard to see without binoculars or a camera. 
 

 
Above: Hoary-headed Grebe (L and centre) with Australasian Grebe (R). 

 
Bathing birds 

Several birds (e.g. red wattlebird, swallows and silver gulls) were seen bathing in 
what must have been very cold water.  

 
All in all, a great day was had by all, I think. 
 

 
Welcome Swallow preening after dunking in the dam (left). 

 
 
 
 

Braeside Park and Waterways – 3 August 2026 
Text and photos: Lee Denis 

 
Six members and one guest met at the Red Gum Picnic Area for this excursion. 
Birds were not abundant, but we ended with a reasonable list of 33 species. We 
would probably have had a higher number if we were counting rabbits! There was 
plenty of water but not many birds on it, with a cold northerly negating the warmth of 
a generally fine sunny day. Along with the usual waterbirds (Coot, Teal and Black 
Duck) the highlights included an Australasian Shoveller and a Musk Duck - both 
males. We were most struck by the absence of 
most species that we would expect to see: no 
Pelicans, Cormorants (one Great Cormorant 
appeared eventually), Darters, or ducks such 
as Pink-eared, Blue-billed, or Freckled, all of 
which we are accustomed to see there. Maybe 

there was abundant water in warmer climes. No Ibis, but a couple of 
White-faced Herons were seen. 
 
Bush birds were dominated by Rainbow Lorikeets and Noisy Miners, 
supported by the usual cast of Magpies, Red Wattlebirds, Little Ravens, Magpie-larks, with cameos by Red-
browed Finches, Silvereyes and a White-plumed Honeyeater. Raptors sighted were Swamp Harrier and 
Nankeen (Australian) Kestrel. 
 
A quick visit to Waterways produced only another three species: Pelican, Australasian Grebe and Little Black 
Cormorant, to bring our day’s tally to 36. At this point the threatened rain belatedly arrived, although it didn’t last 
long, and we called it a day. 

  

Australasian Shoveller 

Musk Duck 
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Presentations  

 

Trekking to Annapurna Base Camp, Nepal 
10 June 2026 

Text and photos: Judy Smart (except Scarlet Minivet and flag, sourced online) 
 
 

At the June 2026 meeting I talked about my trek to Annapurna Base 
Camp, Nepal in October 2025, with the Peninsula Bushwalking Club. This 
is one of the easiest treks in Nepal, so suitable for my level of fitness.  
The Himalayas are 2400km long and 200km wide. The Nepal section is 
the middle third, 800km long, with 8 of the world’s 10 highest mountains. 
To the west is Pakistan, to the east Bhutan and China. 

 
Geology: The Indian plate drifted 
north-eastward, the Tethyn plate in 
NE subducted under the Eurasian 
plate, with the dual pressures 
creating the Indian Ocean and 
uplifting the Himalayas. Rising barriers blocked rivers, creating large lakes 
which 100,000 years ago broke through. The trough of river borne 
sediment created the fertile valleys near Kathmandu and the Indo-
Gangetic Plain. The Indian plate is moving northwards 45mm a year, 
making the Himalayas earthquake prone. The most recent major one was 
in 2015 flattening old cities, historic sites and villages. 9000 people died in 
Nepal, India, China & Bangladesh. An avalanche on Mt Everest killed 19. 
Rebuilding is still going on and there are always erosion problems. 

 
The infrastructure supporting trekkers is very hospitable – teahouses/lodges every hour’s walk or so, with meals 
all day and simple rooms. This is fairly recent; 25 years ago treks started in Pokhara with hikers carrying their 
own packs, and large teams of porters carrying tents, food for 2 weeks, gas bottles, cooking gear etc. Now the 
locals get to share the business, though the season is short - 2 months in autumn, and 2 in spring. We had a 
guide and 3 porters between the 6 of us. 

 
We were dropped off in a rice growing area and walked up through 
villages and vegetable and flower gardens towards forests of bamboo, 
rhododendron, maples and spruces. Forest covers 40% of Nepal’s land 
mass. There were also lots of wildflowers, such as Impatiens, Primulas 
and Aconitum. 
 
Once we reached the snow line at 3200m there was a change from 
forests & bamboo to grassy herb fields with prostrate cotoneaster & 
azaleas. Along the way we saw Dhaulagiri (8167m) from Poon Hill 
lookout. You have to get up early to see the mountains, they cloud over 
during the day and can only be seen at sunrise and dusk.  
Next we had great views of Machupuchare  (6993m) – the Fish tail, 
which is a sacred mountain, and not allowed to be climbed. The next day 

we reached Annapurna Base Camp, at 4120m, with views of Annapurna (8091m). There was a dried up glacier, 
which only dried in recent times. We descended from there over 2 days, after taking 7 - 8 days to get up to ABC. 
 
Wildlife: We saw alpine choughs and the spectacular Scarlet minivet, along with Langur monkeys which the 
villagers chase away, as they raid the vegetable gardens. 
 
History: Nepal was never colonised by the British, one of very few countries in Asia. The East India Co tried to 
in the Anglo-Nepali War of 1815- 16, but the British were defeated by the Ghurkhas; fierce & ruthless soldiers, 
who were later recruited into the British Army. 
  

Scarlet Minivet 

Machupuchare 

Dhaulagiri from Poon Hill 
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Traditionally a monarchy, Nepal became a parliamentary democracy in 
1951, though monarchs twice suspended parliament in 1960 and 2005. 
After a civil war led by the Maoists it has been a secular republic since 
2008. In between, there was the massacre of 9 members of the Royal 
family by the Crown Prince in 2001, which was the end of public support 
for monarchy. In September 2025 there was a youth uprising against 
corruption and unemployment, leading to elections this year & new 
political parties. 
 
The country is mainly powered by hydroelectricity; they even sell some to 
India. There is a very rapid take up of electric vehicles, as electricity is 
cheap and diesel expensive, and that was before the current war. 

The population of 31 million is 81% Hindu, 9% 
Buddhist. The national ethos is harmony with each other and with nature. We never saw or 
heard anger or arguments. Flowers are important, for religious ceremonies and for beauty, 
and every home and building has flowers in pots. The dogs are peaceful and never bark, and 
there are no hungry strays. 
 
The flag is the only non-rectangular flag in the world - two triangular shapes represent the 
Himalayas, red is the national colour - symbolising bravery and rhododendrons, with blue for 
peace & harmony, plus the sun & moon. 

 
 

 
Members night presentations 

 
The July and December meetings do not have a guest speaker, instead members are invited to share their 
photos and sightings. Sometimes they are photos from Club excursions, and sometimes interesting 
observations. 

10 July 2026 meeting 
Text: Judy Smart Photos: Greg Hill 

 
At the July meeting Greg Hill showed us photos of his resident Tawny Frogmouths, 
who conveniently for him nested in a tree on his property, with the nest only 3 metres 
off the ground. This didn’t stop them successfully rearing 2 chicks, and we saw their 
progression to adulthood. Greg also showed us photos of orchids seen in the 
grounds of Cerberus base, and a fat Katydid. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to Right: Tawny Frogmouths, Katydid, Maroon leek orchid 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Annapurna 

Nepal flag 
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12 August 2026 meeting 
Text and photos: Roger Standen 

 
Flying Duck Orchid pollination 
These flowers emit kairomones that imitate the female sex-
pheromone that attract male sawflies (Lophyrotoma sp) that come to 
the orchid flower thinking they are going to mate. When the male 
lands on the ‘head’ of the duck, it triggers the neck to snap down, 
and the sawfly gets stuck between the ‘head’ and the ‘body’ of the 
duck. While it struggles to get out, it picks up pollen sacs or drops 
them off from other flowers to fertilise the orchid.  The process is 
called pseudocopulation. 
 
What is a cloaca? 

 
 
The first of Rog’s 10 question quiz was “What is a cloaca?” 
The answer is the single opening that birds and reptiles have 
that serves as the escape route for waste (urine and faecal 
matter), egg laying and for sexual contact.  
 
Mistletoe bird disposing of mistletoe seeds from its cloaca. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Velimir’s presentation on Nish 
Velimir gave an extensive presentation about the history of his home-town of Nish, that went back thousands of 
years BC and came forward to its time as Velimir’s home, in what was then Yugoslavia.  

 
 

Observations 

Eucalypt leaf blisters 
Text and photos: Roger Standen 

 
Have you ever wondered what those blistery looking coverings are on some Eucy leaves? Well, I certainly 
have, but now I know what they are caused by. There is a small sawfly (Phylacteophaga species) that lays its 
eggs in the leaf and the larvae feed inside the leaf resulting in the outer layer becoming this dead, skin covering. 
You can see two of the larvae through this semi-transparent skin, highlighted in one of the images. 
Underneath the larvae feed happily on the rest of the leaf protected from the elements and some predators (I'm 
sure something has worked out how to tear away the skin and get to the morsels underneath). Presumably, the 
leaf looks like the old chewed-up image when the larvae are long gone, but I can't vouch for this. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Leaf blisters caused 
by a small sawfly 
(Phylacteophaga sp) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Sneaky orchid ‘ducks’ (Langwarrin Flora  
and Fauna Reserve) 
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Brief Woods Reserve visit 
Text and photos: Roger Standen 

 

We have had some great days to be out in the sunshine this winter. A short afternoon at Woods Reserve gave 
a few interesting observations. 
 

Mistletoe 
It is fascinating how many birds utilise mistletoe, which is a very important 
plant in our bush settings as it flowers for a prolonged time throughout the 
year and often when the host trees and nothing much else is flowering that 
birds can get nectar from. Watching Little Wattlebirds, New Holland 
Honeyeaters and even Crimson Rosellas (I couldn’t see if they were eating 
buds, flowers or seeds, all of which were present) feed on Drooping Mistletoe 
reinforced this to me. 
 

Left: New holland Honeyeater in Mistletoe 

 
Home inspections 
It was also the busy season for home inspections there. A pair of Crimson Rosellas and Galahs were inspecting 
hollows very closely. The female Galah (pink eye) backed down the hollow and after a little while reappeared 
with the male (dark eye). He may have been having a more thorough look or perhaps they have taken up 
lodgings there and he was redecorating by chewing a few fresh shavings for the nest. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Female galah backing down the hollow     Male (L) and female (R) at nest hollow 

 
Bull ant behaviour 
A bull ant [Inch Ant (Myrmecia pyriformis)] carried another upended Inch Ant for quite a distance away from the 
large nest situated in the middle of the track (I didn't wait around as I sometimes do to see what it would do with 
the ant). The 'prey' was alive and was gripped by the 'carrier' in such a way that there did not seem to be any 
harm being done. A puzzling one.  
 

However, exploring this further I have discovered that most colonial-living insects 
(many ants, bees and wasps for example) conduct a process called “necrophoric 
behaviour”. This involves (in this case) ants carrying out the dead, dying or sick 
individuals and dropping them onto a pile of other removed ants (like a mass open 
grave). This keeps the nest clean. In this case the carried ant may have been 
unwell.  
 
Inch Ant (Myrmecia pyriformis) 
 

But another explanation may be that the carried ant was being taken to where food is, because unlike many 
ants (like the annoying little black ones in your house), bull ants don’t lay down a chemical trail and to get help 
to bring food back to the nest, they carry others out to the food. Another option could be carrying the ant to a 
new nest, but that doesn’t seem to fit this situation to me.  
 
What I didn't see, that I was hoping to, were any Flame Robins. As is happening everywhere, there are less 
found there than there were even a few years ago.  
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Benefits of Isolated Vegetation 
Text and photos: Graeme Rigg 

 
I found the Galls of a species of Chalcidoid Wasps Terobiella nigriceps on the host plant Eucalyptus behriana, 
only identified after placing on iNaturalist, on a small isolated property surrounded by hundreds of hectares of 
cropping land in Hopetoun. The property had only a sparse vegetation cover of Eucalyptus behriana – Bull 
Mallee, Pittosporum angustifolium - Native Apricot and a weed species of Pinus, where the only other 
vegetation is the roadside vegetation that is extremely degraded with weed species.  
 

    
Two Mile Road Hopetoun                                      Eucalyptus behriana – Bull Mallee 

 

     
Terobiella nigriceps - Gall 

 
Terobiella nigriceps is a member of Chalcidoid Wasps, Superfamily Chalcidoidea. Terobiella nigriceps is shown 
on the Atlas of Living Australia as only having an occurrence of 50 records which appear in the South Eastern 
part of Australia. While I wasn’t able to photograph the insect, it can be seen on iNaturalist with the observation 
by Ken Walker. 
 
Terobiella nigriceps is a species of parasitic wasp native to Australia belongs to the order Hymenoptera, which 
includes wasps, bees, and ants. It is classified within the family Eurytomidae, a group of parasitic wasps known 
for their association with plant galls and other insects. The species was first described by Ashmead in 1904 and 
has been referenced in subsequent entomological studies, including works by Cameron (1912) and Girault 
(1931). 
 
Terobiella nigriceps is associated with gall-inhabiting environments, where it likely parasitises other insects or 
develops within plant galls, a common trait among Chalcidoidea wasps. Its exact ecological role is not 
extensively detailed, but it is consistent with the parasitic behavior of its family.  
  
Eucalyptus behriana (Bull Mallee) is shown on Atlas of Living Australia as only having an Occurrence of 594 
records which appear in the South Eastern part of Australia and listed as Endangered under the IUCN 
(International Union for Conservation of Nature) Red List. It is listed as endemic to South-Eastern Australia and 
is usually found on clayey soils on level to slightly undulating terrain in Mallee Scrubland or Woodland. (Nicolls. 
D, 2022). It is a multi-stem small tree up to 10 – 12 metres in height. 
 
No matter the size of the vegetation or the quality of the vegetation there is always a reason to protect and 
enhance what vegetation there is. This small patch of vegetation isolated in amongst the large areas of 
harvested land still throws up some surprising finds. Working from this small patch of vegetation and removing 
the weed species along the roadside could provide suitable habitat for all species and link areas of future 

https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/26010122
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vegetation together. Retaining an isolated paddock and fencing to see what seed there is in a seed bank, or 
planting some additional species may be beneficial to the crop that will be planted surrounding the tree. 
 

            
Isolated paddock tree       Species of Pinus 

 
While the visit was only a day and a half, the small isolated patch of vegetation provided 69 observations and 
43 species of plants, birds and insects, listed below. 
 

Red-rumped Parrot -  Psephotus haematonotus Small White - Pieris rapae 

Pied Butcherbird - Cracticus nigrogularis Common Purslane - Portulaca oleracea 

Australian Painted Lady - Vanessa kershawi Puncture Vine - Tribulus terrestris 

Greater Bluebonnet - Northiella haematogaster European Heliotrope - Heliotropium europaeum 

Crested Pigeon - Ocyphaps lophotes Genus Hellula - Moth 

Striated Pardalote - Pardalotus striatus Portuguese Millipede - Ommatoiulus moreleti 

Pines Genus - Pinus Genus Abantiades - Moth 

Heliotrope Moth - Utetheisa pulchelloides Lesser Grass Blue - Zizina otis 

Native Apricot - Pittosporum angustifolium Desert Trilling Frog - Neobatrachus sudelli 

Australian Magpie - Gymnorhina tibicen Galah - Eolophus roseicapilla 

Welcome Swallow - Hirundo neoxena Typical Earthworms Order Crassiclitellata 

Yellow-throated Miner - Manorina flavigula Genus Achyra - Moth 

Southeastern Morethia - Skink Morethia boulengeri African Boxthorn - Lycium ferocissimum 

Meadow Argus - Junonia villida Genus Chortoicetes - Grasshopper 

Genus Netelia - Wasp Swift Woodlouse - Porcellio laevis 

Stemless Cotton-Thistle - Onopordum acaulon Barrier Saltbush - Enchylaena tomentosa 

Singing Honeyeater - Gavicalis virescens Genus Zermizinga - Moth 

Saltbush Blue - Theclinesthes serpentatus Short-leaf Bluebush-  Maireana brevifolia 

Bronze Fieldbeetle Adelium brevicorne Distoleon bistrigatus 

Fodder Melon Citrullus amarus Quena Solanum esuriale 

Terobiella nigriceps Bull Mallee Eucalyptus behriana 
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Focus on….Frogs 

 
Hop into Citizen Science with the Melbourne Water Frog Census! 

 
Frogs play a vital role in our local waterway and wetland ecosystems, serving as key 
indicators of environmental health. Because they are sensitive to changes in their 
surroundings, tracking their populations helps shape critical decisions about waterway 
management across Victoria. Through Melbourne Water, everyday community members 
can step up and make a real difference in conservation efforts - no prior expertise required! 
 

 
Ways to Get Involved 
Whether you have five minutes or want to lead a long-term project, there are several flexible ways to participate: 

• Seasonal 'Frogging': Visit nearby waterways during key Frog Census months (April, August, October, 
and November) to record frog calls. Check out the step-by-step guide on How to Use the Frog Census 
App. 

• Long-Term Monitoring: Coordinate with local community groups or schools to conduct repeated survey 
programs at a specific site over a year or longer. 

• Casual Recording: Report frog calls whenever and wherever you hear them throughout the year. 
 
Download the Frog Census App 
Recording data on the go is simple. Audio recordings and photos submitted through the mobile app are verified 
by professional ecologists and added to public scientific databases. Download the app today on iOS via the App 
Store or Android via Google Play. 
 
Educational Resources & Community 
Looking to expand your knowledge or build frog-friendly spaces in your backyard? Explore these recommended 
resources: 

• Watch the Melbourne Water Frog Census Video or read the Frog Census Transcript. 
• Download the practical Frog Pond Handbook to help set up monitoring programs or build habitats. 
• Start with the basics using the Frog Identification Beginner's Guide and tips for Creating a Frog-Friendly 

Habitat. 
• Take the interactive Frogging 101 Video Course and browse Guides to Finding and Identifying Frogs. 
• Explore species details via the Amphibian Research Centre's Frogs of Victoria - Frogs of Australia 

resource. 
• Learn about welfare standards with Agriculture Victoria's Code of Practice for the Welfare of Amphibians 

in Captivity or build a frog bog with Sustainable Gardening Australia's Frog Ponds Guide. 
 
Connect & Support 
To collaborate with fellow volunteers, join the official Facebook Frog Census Group. For technical support, 
questions, or further enquiries, reach out directly via email to frogs@melbournewater.com.au or explore more 
initiatives under Citizen Science with Waterwatch. 
 

Frog friendly habitat gardening webinar 
 
If you missed Gio Fitzpatrick’s presentation on Frog Friendly Habitat Gardening in July, courtesy of Frankston 
Council, you can watch it using the link and passcode below: 
 

• Link  
• Passcode: RJbC9=%h 

 
 

  

https://www.melbournewater.com.au/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.melbournewater.com.au/sites/default/files/2021-08/How-to-use-the-Frog-Census-App.pdf
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.melbournewater.com.au/sites/default/files/2021-08/How-to-use-the-Frog-Census-App.pdf
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://apps.apple.com/au/app/frog-census/id1156360021
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://apps.apple.com/au/app/frog-census/id1156360021
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.com.melbournewater.frogcensus
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D03iM80AnpYg
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.melbournewater.com.au/media/18801/download
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.melbournewater.com.au/sites/default/files/2022-03/Frog-Pond-Handbook.pdf
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/learn-about/making-difference/citizen-science-waterwatch/frog-census
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/learn-about/making-difference/citizen-science-waterwatch/frog-census
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/learn-about/making-difference/citizen-science-waterwatch/frog-census
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/learn-about/making-difference/citizen-science-waterwatch/frog-census
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/learn-about/making-difference/citizen-science-waterwatch/frog-census
https://frogs.org.au/frogs/of/Victoria
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.agid.vic.gov.au/animal-welfare/codes-of-practice/code-of-practice-for-the-welfare-of-amphibians-in-captivity
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.agid.vic.gov.au/animal-welfare/codes-of-practice/code-of-practice-for-the-welfare-of-amphibians-in-captivity
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.sgaonline.org.au/building-a-frog-pond/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.facebook.com/groups/frogcensus
https://www.google.com/search?q=mailto%3Afrogs%40melbournewater.com.au
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/learn-about/making-difference/citizen-science-waterwatch
https://frankstoncitycouncil.zoom.us/rec/component-page?accessLevel=meeting&action=viewdetailpage&sharelevel=meeting&useWhichPasswd=meeting&requestFrom=pwdCheck&clusterId=aw1&componentName=need-password&meetingId=x3xCraKk1zoleAEZN9wxTZioa7bMeF6W9aULBYNnCDdLe1QvshmjMBQpXv1h6YCN.j5RBiNQPvROM9g68&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Ffrankstoncitycouncil.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F2xieZVy09ce2-E95b6GhrgesFzeT2AibtN7IwUyNVzY3O56uxlZWzL1P-8Bad9c_.EhlvwKLRAk1tUvYi%3FstartTime%3D1784188837000%26fbclid%3DIwY2xjawTkp89wZG9mBWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMWJoa2pkc1VOY0lFdEwzUndzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeZOd0FTUB3CLYim11Y9LV_S0st9Hu4hIUlMoWUvfagSXJzZoU5EIfqevbSis_aem_Gt9YSlHZYE7DcIBKnW-cZA
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Contact Us 
 

Peninsula Field Naturalists Club Inc CAV: A0010510T 
 

Meetings  

• Held on the second Wednesday of each month.  

• 16 High Street, Frankston (Frankston Uniting Church, Blue Room). 

• 7.30pm start. 

• Visitors always welcome.  
 
Activities  
• Monthly field trips are on the Saturday following the monthly meeting. 
• Birding excursions are on the first Monday of the month.  
• The current Program of Activities can be found on our website Schedule page.  
 
Further information 
• Website: https://www.peninsulafieldnaturalists.org.au 

• Email: penfieldnats@gmail.com 

• Facebook: Peninsula Field Nats  
 
Committee members  
• Secretary: Judy Smart  
• President: Heather Ducat  
• Treasurer: Linda Edwards  
 

Newsletter Editor  
• Sharon Clifford 

 
Membership 
Annual subscriptions due July  
• Adult   $40 
• Concession   $35  
• Family   $50  

To pay direct to bank account:  

• Bendigo Bank BSB 633-108  
• Account 123350068  
• Please email secretary when paid. 

 
 

https://www.peninsulafieldnaturalists.org.au/Schedule.pdf
https://www.peninsulafieldnaturalists.org.au/
mailto:penfieldnats@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/874928626266027

