June 2026 Newsletter

Excursion reports

Cranbourne Botanic Gardens, Bushland walk — 16 May 2026
Text and photos: Sharon Clifford & Judy Smart

: , l‘ Gully track, spotting mosquito orchids in flower, and lots of nodding green hood leaves
: along the way. We also saw many examples of wombat faeces, some a lovely square
= shape and one perched on a piece of wood, apparently common for wombat

may allow bandicoots to pass through. We also spotted the poisonous ghost fungi,
«  Omphalotus nidiformis, which is bioluminescent, glowing green at night.

Turning left we walked down to the ‘Perched swamp’
Wombat faeces which a few of had to have explained. A perched

swamp is an ancient geological anomaly where an
ephemeral freshwater wetland sits perched atop sand dunes rather than draining
into the ground. The large area was covered in black peat and was bone dry.
According to the information sign, the last time it was filled with water was 2001.
It may take many years of at least average Winter rainfall for it to be filled with
water again.

From the swamp we walked along Lake
Tracks 1 and 2 past a large lake and a

| number of water bodies, where swamp Ghost fungi
& hens were seen.

A treat on the Wylies Creek track was spotting two large Grey
kangaroos lounging in the shade a distance away. We were also
§ surprised to see a swamp wallaby just off the track unperturbed by us
stopping approximately 10 metres
B away. The wallaby was eating dry
“ eucalypt leaves, which from later
~ research | discovered is quite
common. Because they are
browsers that thrive in dense forests and heathlands, they have evolved a
highly adaptable diet that readily includes the leaves of shrubs, ferns,
woody weeds, and trees like eucalyptus.

Perched swamp (dry)

Returning via the wetlands walk, we had lunch in the Stringybark picnic
area, where an Eastern yellow robin and a flock of fairy wrens seemed to
be waiting for any crumbs we might share with them. We couldn’t believe
how few birds we saw. We heard a few but it was so quiet. However, due to
Lee’s careful spotting, the final bird count was 24, including a Musk duck.

Eastern yellow robin
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Swamp wallaby
Exclusion fencing

July working bee

Our July working bee will be Saturday
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED'! July 11, 9am at Flinders. Address and
details will be on our website the
week before, and registration is
helpful for the organisers. We are
With your support, we plert over ) planting vegetation for the Mornington
prac o Peninsula Koala Conservation Group,
Sxpaing dhat oale batiat S who plant 1000s of trees every year
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another day at
https://mpkoalas.org.au/
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Kurth Kiln - 11 April 2026

Text and photos: Lee Denis

Six members made the trip, despite the gloomy weather forecast, and were rewarded
with a very interesting day. The Club last visited the area in November 2019 (reported
in the newsletter of December 2019). That Spring day was notable for the variety of
flowering plants; the Autumn excursion was more notable for ferns and fungi, while
from the pond near the picnic area came the very distinctive calls of the Victorian
Smooth Froglet Geocrinia victoriana.

We took two relatively short walks along the sides of Tomahawk Creek. The first,
the Tomahawk Track, was notable for the abundance in places of Holly Lomatia L.
ilicifolia and the Bushy Clubmoss Lycopodium deuterodensum - the latter a
throwback to Gondwanan vegetation. The few plants in flower included Hibbertia
appressa, Pimelea axiflora and a single late-flowering Rosy Hyacinth Orchid
(Dipodium roseum).
The plant species in most conspicuous flower was the
Hairpin Banksia Banksia spinulosa. One particular shrub of
. this species carried the fungus species Banksiamyces
macrocarpus, which is only known to grow on this species
| of Banksia. It is an ascomycete or cup fungus, which grows
1 on the old ‘cones’ of the shrub. The majority of the flowers
on any one plant are not fertilised and so do not produce
. the familiar woody fruiting bodies containing the seeds. The
- fungus grows only on the old fruiting bodies. We have :
« = previously seen this fungus on Hairpin Banksia at Adams Club moss
85" Creek NCR at Lang Lang. There are several other species

. . of Banksiamyces which grow on other Banksias, mostly only growing on a partlcular

Banksia spinulosa  Banksia species. _

Other fungi identified, (tentatively, mostly from Bruce Fuhrer’s A Field
Guide to Australian Fungi, Bloomings Books 2005), included a number of
boletes (having pores rather than gills on the underside of the cap), such
as Botellus emodensis and Boletellus obscurecoccineus, a number of
species of Amanita (too difficult for me to identify with any confidence),
bright red Russula persanguinea, jelly fungus Tremella mesenterica, and,
under pines near the Kiln, Saffron Milk-cap Lactarius deliciosus. Also
seen were several patches of the introduced orange pore fungus

Favolaschia calocera. Banksiamyces macrocarpus

On arrival we were greeted by a flock of Yellow-tailed Black-cockatoos, but after that the birds were scarce.
Common Bronzewing, Grey Fantail, Crimson Rosella, Kookaburra, Superb Fairy-wren, Brown Thornbill, Eastern
Yellow Robin, Magpie and Pied Currawong made up the rest of the day’s sightings. Signs of Lyrebirds were
abundant, but no birds were seen.

Botellus emodensis .
Tremella mesenterica
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Point Nepean - Wilsons Folly & London Bridge — 14 March 2026

Text and photos: Lee Denis

" This is quite a short walk, less than 2 kilometres each way, from the
Point Nepean National Park (NP) entrance car park to London Bridge, a
rock stack off Portsea back beach in the Mornington Peninsula NP. (Any
offshore stack with a hole in the middle seems to be called London
Bridge - the one along the Great Ocean Road made the news when the
i arch collapsed whilst people were on the further pillar, and had to be
rescued by helicopter). The track leads through mostly Moonah
(Melaleuca lanceolata) woodland on 3 e :
the boundary of the National Park,
with the Portsea Golf Club to the east
) ¢ : and a large expanse supposedly full
London Bridge, Portsea of unexploded bombs on the west. It
was generally easy walking but there
are a few steep sections. The area is
named for Platoon Commander Bob Wilson, who lit a fire to clear an area for
a firing range; the fire got out of control leading to the name Wilsons Folly.
This was in 1952 (actually the year our Field Nats Club was formed) when the
military controlled the area.

There is not much variety in the vegetation. Besides the Moonah it consists of
Coast Tea-tree Gaudium (aka Leptospermum) laevigatum, Coast Beard-heath
(Leucopogon parviflorus), Sea Box (Alyxia buxifolia) and Coast Wirilda
(Acacia uncifolia, which was formerly known as A. retinodes var uncifolia).
Much of the Moonah was in flower, the Sea Box was in fruit, and one Coast
Wirilda carried two species of mistletoe: the generalist Amyema pendula
(Drooping Mistletoe) and the Acacia specialist Amyema preissii (Wire-leaf
Mistletoe), which was in flower. Understory is sparse: Seaberry Saltbush
(Rhagodia candolleana) and Karkalla
(Carpobrotus rossii) and some
unidentified grasses, and not much else.

Sea Box (Alyxia buxifolia)

Birds were also scarce, except at the coast where there were Singing
Honeyeaters, Pacific Gulls and Australasian Gannets. The most activity was
from two species of spider wasp: a black one and a ginger one. These
wasps prey on spiders, paralysing one with a sting then taking it into a
burrow where the wasp lays its eggs on the unfortunate host. These wasps
were very common along the track, busily digging their burrows. We didn’t
see any spiders - makes me wonder how many of these wasps make a
successful capture and are able to breed. Singing honeyeater

The weather was perfect, we had a good turnout of 11 members, and the reward was a spectacular view over
the rock platform. Only one of our members - Velimir, who else? - made it down to the shore for a bit of
beachcombing.

Acacia mistletoe (left) and spider wasps (right)
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SEANA Autumn 2026 Get-together — 27-29 March 2026
Hosted by Geelong Field Naturalists Club
SEANA Excursion report
Text: Judy Smart

SEANA, (South Eastern Australia Naturalists Association) is the umbrella group for all the country and suburban
Field Naturalist clubs across Victoria and adjoining areas of South Australia and New South Wales. Clubs take it
in turn to host members from all over Victoria to show them around their patch. This year’s Autumn camp was
hosted by Geelong FNC, who provided great choices of excursions, plus speakers and evening meals. Eighty
people attended, including 4 of us from Peninsula FNC.

On Saturday | signed up for ‘Bellarine Birds’, a full day visiting a variety of habitats, with local expert Craig
Morley and facilitator Jeff Dagg. As promised, we visited saline wetlands, freshwater wetlands, coastal zones
and woodlands, to see a full range of birds. Our bird count for the day was 80, so it was a feast of birds. We
started at Lake Lorne in Drysdale (20 birds, highlights Freckled and Pink-eared Ducks), then on to Swan Bay
Jetty, where great numbers of Cormorants occupied every post, and in the salt marsh we saw Striated
Fieldwren and White-fronted Chats.

Next stop was Point Lonsdale Lighthouse, where the blustery conditions gave us great views of Shy Albatross
not far off the shore, plus a seal on the rock platform. It wasn’t far from there to Lake Victoria, part of the
Lonsdale Lakes, at the back of Point Lonsdale and overlooked by the golf club. Highlights there were Red-
capped Plovers, Stints, and other waders. Lunch was at a café at Ocean Grove, and it was good to be out of
the wind and rain for a while, before we got back into it along the coast to Thirteenth Beach Barwon Heads,
Blue Rocks Breamlea, (Whimbrel, Golden Plover), the Thompson Creek estuary (Hooded Plover, Common
Greenshank) and Point Impossible. Our last stop was Rice Reserve, Mt Duneed, part of the Connewarre
Streamside Reserve, at the top of the Thompson Creek, for some bushland birds. We added to our list there; it
is a great little spot, but | was too ga-ga by then to note them.

It was a fabulous day out, curated by our expert guides, with so many highlights. It was reminiscent for me of a
day at the Western Treatment Plant, where the abundance and proximity of the birds are such a treat.

Sean Dooley, Birdlife, ‘What Can Cuckoos Tell Us’
Text: Judy Smart

Sean was our speaker on Saturday night, and his talk was an expansion on his
. recent article in Australian Birdlife magazine on the changing populations of
Cuckoos in Victoria, and possible reasons for these changes. One remarkable
change is the increasing numbers of Common Koels and Channel-billed
Cuckoos visiting for a southern summer from their New Guinea and North Qld
homes. Once rare visitors, they are becoming commonplace. On the other
hand, the usual cuckoos who visit in summer — Pallid, Fan-tailed, Shining
Bronze and Horsfield’s Bronze - are becoming less common.

One possible factor is diet related. The Koel and Channel-billed Cuckoos are

frugivores, while the other cuckoos are insectivores. Another possible factor is

their host species, the unlucky birds whose eggs are replaced by cuckoo eggs

in their nests. The large cuckoos use the nests of larger birds such as

i currawongs, friar birds and magpie larks. The smaller cuckoos use the nests of
| smaller birds such as thornbills, robins and whistlers, for example. The larger

host birds are surviving our changing habitats more successfully than smaller

“The birdman”, Sean Dooley. birds.
Photo: Aussie Bird Count.

To learn more, and get a better picture of Sean’s discussion, seek out his "Going Cuckoo?" article in the
Australian BirdLife Spring 2025 Magazine.
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SEANA Excursion report
Text and photos: Heather Ducat

Our Sunday morning excursion took us to the Brisbane Ranges
National Park, 40 kilometres north-west of Geelong. The area is
notable for its wildflowers, up to 430 species, in a variety of
habitats including Heathy Woodland, Basalt Grassland and Dry
Eucalypt Forest. The peak season for wildflowers is spring, so the
focus for our excursion was the geology.

Brisbane Ranges is a plateau of
folded, compressed and uplifted
marine sediment, dated at
about 470 million years old:
Ordovician Period. The
sediments of mudstone, slate
and sandstone were intruded

Anakie Gorge, Brisbane Ranges by gold-bearing quartz which

was mined in the Steiglitz area

from 1855 to 1870. At times the region was submerged, most recently about
2 million years ago, leaving a capping of sandy sediment. Within the last few
million years the area was elevated between fault lines. The major Rowsley
Fault defines the eastern side of the ranges and the downthrow side created
the Werribee Plains and Port Phillip Sunkland. 'The Bay' has formed between
the Rowsley Fault and the Selwyn Fault which defines the eastern side of
Port Phillip.

The Werribee Plains were covered by
numerous fluid lava flows from New
Volcanics - dated from 2 million to Uplifted, vertical segment, Anakie
10,000 years ago. There is a cluster of Gorge

volcanic cones at Anakie, only a few kms. from the ranges. Eastward-
draining streams have cut numerous gorges and gullies as they cross the
fault scarp.

Our walk took us through Anakie Gorge cut by Stony Creek, with
exposures of the ancient marine sediment and quartz intrusions, some
intensely folded by activity on the fault line. We enjoyed a pleasant 2 hour
Marine sediment with quartz veins  strg|| on the easy track with numerous creek crossings - all dry. | think our
bird list was quite good but | was too busy looking at the fascinating

geology.

* k k k ok ok hkkkkkkk ok k ok ok ok ok ok

The Sunday afternoon outing was to the Moorabool River, a
short distance west of Geelong. A new reserve has been
created to protect riparian vegetation, including mature Red
Gums. A good range of birds on our list included water-birds
and woodland species, highlights being Blue-winged Parrot,
Dusky Woodswallow, Fairy Martin and Crester Shrike Tit.
We concluded the afternoon with a brief visit to nearby Dog
Rocks - part of the 370 million year old Devonian granite
intrusion that formed the You Yangs. This cluster of outcrops
is much eroded to low mounds, some retaining ephemeral
pools in the larger hollows.

NOTE from Editor: You can read more SEANA excursion
reports here: https://seana.org.au/seana-autumn-2026-get-
together-at-geelong/

Moorabool River Reserve
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Ephemeral pools, Dog Rocks

Dog Rocks

SEANA - Rock-pooling at Barwon Heads, 28 March 2026

Text and photos: Velimir Dragic

Ocean.

colourful tiny sea anemones thrive
here, along with an array of
molluscs, crustaceans, and sea
stars. The rock platforms are alive
with abundance, while the waters
beyond offer stunning underwater
vistas among rich kelp forests.

The cross-bedded dune calcarenite
overlies basalt

Durvillaea potatorum, the
southern bull kelp, is a large and
robust species endemic to south-eastern Australia. These impressive,
metres-long fronds have a tough, rubbery texture—so strong that when |
tried to tear or break one, it was impossible. Tasmanian Aboriginal people
traditionally used bull kelp to make clothing, footwear, and bags for
carrying water and food. These fast-growing, brown macro algae can
extend 10—-14 cm per day and reach lengths of up to eight metres. It has
no flowers, seeds, or true roots. Instead, it anchors itself to rocks with a
root-like structure called a holdfast, which prevents it from being swept
away. Bull kelp forms the foundation of important coastal ecosystems,
growing in dense ‘forests’ that serve as nurseries and sanctuaries for
many marine creatures.
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Below the calcarenite (dune limestone) cliffs lie the rocky reefs of the
Barwon Bluff Marine Sanctuary. To the east, basalt boulders hint at a
violent volcanic past; to the west, weathered cliffs bear the marks of
strong southern winds and the cold, restless waters of the Southern

Life between the tides is rugged and precarious. It is a world of pounding
waves and ripping currents; of scorching summer sun and icy winter
winds; of shifting sands and stealthy, skilful predators. Yet countless
species have adapted to cling, grasp, grip, and hold fast to these wild
rocks. Giant sweeping kelps, delicate algal lattices, and a diapason of

Durvillaea potatorum Australian
Bull Kelp



Limpets are a group of aquatic snails characterised by their conical,
dish-shaped shells. They are among the toughest survivors in the highly
disturbed intertidal zone, where waves, exposure, and predators constantly
challenge marine life. Their remarkable strength comes from their ability to
grip tightly onto wild coastal rocks, allowing them to withstand strong surf
and changing tides.

Green Algae Dead man’s fingers,
Codium fragile

The left photo above shows four different species of Siphonaria: Siphonaria funiculate; Siphonaria
zelandica; Siphonaria diemensis and Siphonaria jeanae. The right photo features a cluster of the
Variegated Limpet, Cellana tramoserica.

For more information on this Sanctuary, see: “Life on the Edge”, Barwon Bluff Marine Sanctuary, by Friends of
the Bluff.

* k k k ok k kkkkkkkkk ok ok ok ok ok

SEANA Upcoming Events

SEANA Spring 2026 Get-together
Hosted By Hosted by Castlemaine Field Naturalists Club
Date: Friday 9 October — Sunday 11 October

Location: Castlemaine South East Australian

Contact SEANA: Naturalists Association
Phone: 03 9801 6946

Email: secretary.seana@gmail.com
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Birding reports

Mornington Railway Line & Moorooduc Quarry— 13 April 2026

Text and photos: Lee Denis

Nine members turned out for this excursion on a day of variable weather with intermittent showers interspersed
with patches of blue sky. The birds were less enthusiastic than the birdwatchers, very few of them cooperating.
We eventually struggled to a total count of 17 species. No Peregrines were sighted in the quarry, only Grey
Fantails being in evidence. Best sighting of the day was the superb colours of a male Golden Whistler in the
Quarry Reserve. Bell Miners were heard along the creek line, while Spotted Pardalote, Brown Thornbill and
White-eared Honeyeater were added to the list. On moving to the Regional Park we found the ornamental lake
to be completely dry, so naturally no birds. The only birds in great abundance were Magpies. During a walk
along the railway line the rain set in calling an end to the day.

Seaford Wetlands & Banksia Arboretum — 4 May 2026

Text and photos: Lee Denis

Six members attended this excursion on a day with mostly clear blue sky,
but gale-force north-westerly wind. Starting from Armstrongs Road it
seemed that this day was going to be as disappointing as the Moorooduc
trip, but gradually we built up a reasonable list of 29. We were delighted to
see 3 brown Flame Robins at Downs Estate, which might have been
females or juveniles - these birds used to be a reliable autumn sighting
when the cattle were still there, but few or none had been sighted over the
last few years. No brightly coloured males were spotted. There were plenty
of Welcome Swallows cruising over the grass, while Willie Wagtails, a
White-plumed Honeyeater and a Swamp Harrier were spotted. It seems
that the grass within the wetland had largely been mown, while the lagoons
looked completely dry, hence no small grassbirds and no waterbirds. A pair
of Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes flashed across at the northern end.

Female or juvenile Flame robin

More birds were spotted on Eel-race Drain, although paradoxically the
water level there was particularly high. The management strategy of
selective water releases into the wetland seemed to be in a dry
sequence. A few ducks - Chestnut Teal and Black Ducks - and the
usual Coots and Moorhens were on the water, while a Great Egret
explored the water’s edge. An Australasian Grebe in breeding
plumage was diving repeatedly, and a flock of ten or so Spiny-
cheeked Honeyeaters flew across the drain. We have seen them
often before at this northern end of the wetland. Pelicans which we
had seen earlier flying over the wetland were also on the drain. The
return walk added little besides great numbers of Crested Pigeons, -
which were the second most numerous species after the Magpies. Australasian Grebe
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Presentations

Christine Dineen — French Island: A visitor’s guide

13 May 2026
Text: Judy Smart Photos: Christine Dineen

French Island Christine, a long-standing member of the Friends of French
aVisitor’s Guide Island, has just published the 4th edition of her field guide to
o French Island. Christine is the author of all 4 editions,
’\ starting with the first one in 1993, the 2nd in 2016, then the
"3 3rd in 2020. It was originally published by Moorabbin TAFE,

which no longer exists, and Christine self publishes now.
The book is dedicated to Mick Douglas, a senior ranger who
worked on the island for over 30 years, and the information
in the book was provided by French Island residents and
experts in the flora, fauna and history of French Island, such
as Des Quinn, Lois Airs, Alan Pullen and Clive and Fay

— ‘Aristine Dineen j G (o} rd es.

She asked us what French Island is known for and the answers included: mosquitoes, koalas, the prison farm,
birdlife, orchids and Kylie Minogue.

It is the largest island in Victoria, at 170 square kilometres, compared with Philip Island at 101 square
kilometres. There are 150 residents, and uniquely, no local council or services such as power, water supply,
police or sealed roads. Seventy percent of the island is National Park.

History: the Bunurong were known to visit to collect swan eggs and shellfish, but not live there permanently. In
1804 French explorers in the ship Naturaliste visited and named it Isle des Francoise. It was first settled by
Europeans in the 1840s, who burnt mangroves to make barilla. Grazing of sheep and cattle followed, made
easier by the absence of dingoes. In the 1890s seven settlements were established on the island in an attempt
to re-employ victims of the Depression. They had quaint names such as Energy, Star of Hope, Industrial and
Perseverance. Lack of farming skills and the isolation meant that most settlers left within 3 years. Perseverance
School was the only surviving school until recently, but that has since closed for lack of students.

In the 1880s salt harvesting was tried and failed. Chicory growing
started in the 1890s, and there were 30 kilns, until the arrival of
instant coffee after WW2 killed that industry too. A prison farm was
built in 1916, aiming to reform prisoners by teaching them farming
skills. It closed in 1975 because of the number of escapes. There
was to be an industry boom in the 1960s and 1970s, with a nuclear
power plant proposed, but fortunately studies of Western Port Bay
proved this to be a bad idea and the land to be industrialised became
a State Park instead, later expanded to 11,000 hectares.

French Island has over 100 orchid species, the most in Victoria, with many to be found in The Pinnacles area in
the heathlands. There are extensive mangroves, saltmarsh and woodlands.

Birds have flourished on French Island, helped by the absence of foxes and dingoes. There are 3 breeding
pairs of White-bellied Sea Eagles, 2 shearwater colonies, and 33 species of waders seen regularly. The Friends
of French Island have 6 surveys a year to monitor them. They are protected by 3 treaties, including Ramsar.
Cape Barren Geese have introduced themselves in recent years.

Koalas are not indigenous to French Island, but were introduced in the 1890s by a sealer. Their numbers have
exploded, being disease and predator proof, and they are now defoliating their food trees. Translocation
programs taking them to other parts of Victoria are no longer happening, and contraception programs are not
keeping up with their fertility, so there is a big problem there just now. French Island has a good population of
Long-nosed Potoroo, which have declined on the mainland. Parks Victoria are working on feral cat control at
present, and Potoroo numbers are increasing. The island has one of the densest populations of Echidna too.
Kylie Minogue bought a property there to recuperate from cancer, but is no longer resident. The book also has
maps and walking and cycling information, and is highly recommended.
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Indian Mynah Awareness and Trapping, Lindsay Muston
April 8, 2026
Text: Judy Smart

Lindsay Muston is a resident of Tallygaroopna in the Goulburn Valley, with
family in Frankston. Indian (Common) Mynah are a native bird of Asia, and a
pest of North America, Europe, Africa, Australia and the Pacific. In Fiji for
example, 83% of birds are Indian Mynahs. They were introduced to Australia in
1863, to control insects in market gardens, and we have been regretting it ever
since. They are a major pest in the mainland Eastern states and the ACT. They
have been rated by the World Conservation Union as one of the world’s 100
most invasive species, 1 of only 3 birds on the list. Pairs mate for life, and they
roost communally. They displace native bird hollow nesters, by force. lan
Fraser, Canberra naturalist - “You can have native birds or Indian Mynahs - but not both.’

The Canberra Indian Mynah Action Group formed in 2006, because Indian Mynah numbers were threatening
their local birds and environment. They have three elements in their Strategy:

1. Increased public awareness that this bird is a serious environmental and health threat, not just a nuisance

2. Public education aimed at limiting the spread of the species by reducing its feeding and breeding
opportunities, and

3. A humane reduction program.

The Group recognizes that its endeavours are unlikely to eliminate Indian Mynas from the Canberra
environment. However, with a concerted, coordinated and sustained effort, they believe a significant impact can
be made on the Indian Myna population in the region, thereby helping to protect our native birds and small
mammals. See https://indianmynaaction.org.au.

Many Indian Mynah action groups have sprung up since 2006, including Lindsay’s Goulburn Valley group,
which started in 2010, which has 18 Men’s Sheds building traps, making 2500 so far.

Some tips on using a trap: they need to be sited where Indian Mynas have been landing, so choose an elevated
position. They are attracted to dry pet food, but any waste food will attract them. Do not set or go near the trap
during daylight hours. Keep the trap away from pets, who will deter the Indian Mynas. On Day 1 leave the doors
open, and supply food and water. Empty the trap at night or early morning. They prefer dry weather and are
more active then. Wear gloves.

It is vital to treat them humanely — check the trap every day, do not leave them in it for long. Supply water.

The big issue is euthanising the birds once caught. The only acceptable humane methods are gassing them
with bottled CO? or carbon monoxide from a vehicle, or cervical dislocation. The latter is strictly for the skilled.
Neither of these are easy options.

Judy’s note: | was concerned that | had been seeing Indian Mynahs along the beaches locally, and | thought
that | could have a try at trapping them. After getting all this information, | have gone cold on the idea. The
Indian Mynahs are safe for now, regrettably.
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Janet Wheeler ‘Orangutang Sanctuary in Borneo

11 March 2026
Text: Judy Smart Photos: Janet Wheeler

Janet Wheeler is a member of our club; she is a wildlife carer; and she runs
‘Living with Wildlife’, which aims to educate the public and children about our
wildlife and how to protect it. She spent 2 weeks volunteering at a BOS
(Borneo Orangutan Survival Foundation) sanctuary in Borneo in August 2024.

Borneo is the third largest island in the world, and is shared by 3 countries-
Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei. Samboja Lestari Sanctuary is near
Balikpappan in Indonesia, and is a 2000 hectare sanctuary for orphaned
Orangutan, with the aim of releasing them into their forest sanctuary nearby.
So far 533 have been released. They are monitored and tracked for 2 years,
to make sure they are coping, and if not, are recaptured and cared for. Some
of the Orangutan given to them are too injured or ill to ever be released, and
are cared for indefinitely. Many are rescued from the illegal pet trade, and
others are homeless because of deforestation.

The volunteers have stringent prerequisite health checks for HIV, COVID-19,
Hep B & C and tuberculosis, as the Orangutan are susceptible to human
Male orangutang on a diseases. There is a no-contact
Sanctuary island policy, so that the young Orangutan
don’t get used to people, and in
particular, constant changes of people. Some other sanctuaries do not
have this policy.

There are four groups of Great Apes - Pongo (the 3 species of
Orangutan: Borneo, Sumatra and Tapanuli), Gorillas, Pan
(Chimpanzees and Bonobo) and Homo — humans. An adult Orangutan 2
is 7 times stronger than an adult human male. The young Orangutan in &,
the wild stay close to their mothers for 5-7 years, and the mothers only .
breed once every 7-9 years. They are semi-solitary unless mating.

. . . . Sun bear with volunteer-made food
The Orangutan live in trees, and build a new sleeping nest every night enrichment item

from fresh vegetation. One of the volunteer tasks was to collect

vegetation for them from the forest for their nests. Another was to plant

trees, which was hard work in the hot humid conditions. The sanctuary site had originally been cleared land,
and was remarkably rehabilitated back into forest.

The main volunteer task was to make enrichment items for the
Orangutan — small amounts of food concealed in containers and
bags of material, to keep them busy and interested. The
volunteers were asked to bring old firehose, which Janet did, to
make hammocks and enrichment items.

Also at the sanctuary were 74 Borneo sun bears, the smallest
bears in the world, which have been displaced by deforestation.
Because they are so territorial, they cannot be released into the
forest. There were also 2 species of Macaques and Proboscis
monkeys in the nearby jungle.

Delivering food to an orangutang on a
Sanctuary island
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Observations

Flame Robins in Mt Eliza and Seaford
Text and photos: Bett Mitchell, Heather Ducat and Judy Smart

Flame Robin Male by Simon Bennett
Canberra Birds

These notes have been put together from the observations and notes
of Bett Mitchell (the Mt Eliza records) and Heather Ducat (the Seaford
observations).

Flame Robins spend their summers in the high country, where they
breed, and they move down to the lowlands in autumn to spend the
winters here. They are still relatively common in the high country, but
have been re-classified to ‘near-threatened’ in the lowlands. Their diet
is insects, and there is a general decline in insect populations.

Heather has monitored their numbers at the Seaford Wetlands, near
her home, for many decades. Many years ago, she would record 30
or more Flame Robins spending the winter at Seaford. Their numbers
have declined gradually, and since 2011, to very few. The last Flame
Robin seen at Seaford Wetlands was one male in May 2023, and
none have been seen there since, until May 2026 when to our delight
we saw 3 female robins, in the usual location.

The Flame Robins were usually living near the Downs Estate, a
remnant farm property with a few cattle on it on the Wells Rd side of
the Seaford Wetlands. Frankston Council bought the property in 2006
and turned it into a community farm, Downs Community Farm.

Heather speculated back then that when the cattle left, so would the robins, and that is what has happened. To
add weight to her observations, we see some Flame Robins in the paddocks along Rossiter Road, Bangholme,
where there are still cattle grazing in some of the paddocks. The first ones we saw there were in 202; 2 males &
4 females. We have seen them there every year sinc; in 2025 there were 2 males & 5 females.

Flame Robins used to be common in Mt Eliza years ago, but have not been seen around there for many years
now. They used to be seen at Mt Eliza Regional Park, Overport Park, and Sages Road Baxter. Their
disappearance from those sites could not be attributed to the lack of cattle, but rather to altered habitats and

diminishing insect numbers.

They are much missed.
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Contact Us

Peninsula Field Naturalists Club Inc CAV: AO010510T

Meetings

¢ Held on the second Wednesday of each month.

e 16 High Street, Frankston (Frankston Uniting Church, Blue Room).
e 7.30pm start.

¢ Visitors always welcome.

Activities

o Monthly field trips are on the Saturday following the monthly meeting.

e Birding excursions are on the first Monday of the month.

e The current Program of Activities can be found on our website Schedule page.

Further information

o Website: https://www.peninsulafieldnaturalists.org.au
e Email: penfieldnats@gmail.com

e Facebook: Peninsula Field Nats

Committee members

o Secretary: Judy Smart

e President: Heather Ducat
e Treasurer: Linda Edwards

Newsletter Editor
e Sharon Clifford

Membership

Annual subscriptions due July To pay direct to bank account:

e Adult $40 e Bendigo Bank BSB 633-108

e Concession $35 ¢ Account 123350068

o Family $50 e Please email secretary when paid.
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